Friends forever

Make your ceremony
memorable by involving as many
people as possible in the most
important part of the day, Ask two
of your closest friends to read a
piece of poetry or a passage fram
the bible during the ceremony.
Two more people will be needed
as witnesses and if you have any
talented friends or family members
ask them to provide the music.

Learn your vows

Make your vows truly personal
to you both by learming them off
by heart, so the Officiant of your
wedding ceremony doesn't need to
repeat them to you. Many Officiants
will allow you to write your own
vows from scratch (but get them
checked by them before the day),
S0 you can include stories and
words specific to your relationship

Sing up!

Choirs are still available in
many churches or can be hired
for a civil ceremony. If you are
worried your guests' voices won't
fill the church, this is the ideal
solution, or get them to sing an
upbeat song while you sign your
register during a civil ceremony.

Matching buttonholes

Provide a buttonhole for each
of your male guests. It doesn't have
to match your bouquet flowers (as
this could get expensive!) but more
affordable flowers like carnations
come in lots of colours. This will not
only make your male guests look
very smart, but will look great in
your photos too.

Special songs

Who said singing was only
for church weddings? It is getting
more and more popular to include
a song in civil ceremonies and then
ask your guests to join inl You can
choose a popular song you like, or a
silly song like ‘When I'm 64’! Include
lyrics in your order of the day, but
make sure you check the lyrics with
your Officiant beforehand and ask
the good singers to sing up!
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ASK FRIENDS OR FAMILY
WITH A TALENT TOD GET
INVOLVED WTH THE DAY
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Want a memorable day? Then make it as
personal as you can! Words: Beverly Pearce

Unity candles

Unity candles have been used
in stateside cereamonies for
years and are now available
in the UK, They are a great
way of representing the
joining of two families, and
marking the part they have
played in your relationship now
and will in the future.

Special venues

Haold your wedding reception
at an unusual venue. Charter a boat
on the Thames, take your guests
on a sightseeing tour of the city you
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live in, or invite them to a picnic by
the river and provide gourmet picnic
baskets (weather allowing]).

Different drinks
Offer boys an ice-cold
lager as a welcome drink
instead of the usual Pimms
or Champagne. You don't need
to serve it in big pint glasses, use
tall tumblers and it’ll be their most
memorable wedding yet!

Photo opportunities
Set up an area at your
reception where people can go
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